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1 . ON FLUOR'S RECOMMENDATION WE HAVE TALKED WITH STEGMANN A 
FINANCIAL OFFICER OF SASOL REGARDING REFTEL. HE STATED HE WAS 
VISITING US DURING FIRST WEEK IN FEBRUARY AND WOULD CALL AT 
EXIM WITH FLUOR REPS PROBABLY ON FEB 4. 

2. WE EMPHASIZED TO STEGMANN IN PRELIMINARY PHONE CALL JAN 23 
FOLLOWED BY PERSONAL VISIT BY ECON COUNSELOR JAN 27 IMPORTANCE 
OF THIS INFORMATION TO EXIM IN EVALUATING LOAN REQUEST. 

STEGMANN REPLIED THAT SOUTH AFRICA REGARDED DATA ON PETROLEUM 
AS STRATEGIC INFORMATION- WHICH OF COURSE WE KNOW WELL AS LONG 
STANDING SAG POLICY. HE WENT ON TO REFER TO HIS FORTHCOMING 
VISIT AND SAID HE HOPED TO WORK OUT THIS MATTER WITH EXIM 
DURING HIS VISIT. ASKING IN THE MEANTIME EMBASSY NOT MAKE 

ANY APPROACH TO SAG DEPTS CONCERNED, NAMELY INDUSTRY AND 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS BOTH OF WHOM HE SAID WERE FULLY AWARE OF SASOL 
ACTIONS ON THIS MATTER. DURING EXIM VISIT HE HOPES TO WORK 
OUT WITH EXIM PRECISELY WHAT LATTER NEEDS FOR EVALUATION OF 
CREDITS. DURING SECOND CALL AT HIS OFFICE HE ELABORATED THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 00409 291132Z 

HIS REAL CONCERN WAS PRESERVING CONFIDENTIALITY OF DATA THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


MIGHT BE FURNISHED EXIM AND FEARS OF ITS LEAKAGE TO UNAUT- 
HORIZED HANDS. 

3. DURING THIS VISIT HE ALSO ELABORATED AT SOME LENGTH ABOUT 
ADVANTAGES TO U.S. INDUSTRY OF PARTICIPATION IN SASOL II 
PROJECT ESPECIALLY IN LEARNING ABOUT MANUFACTURE OF EQUIPMENT 
NEEDED FOR COAL GASIFICATION IN PREPARATION FOR SIMILAR PLANTS 
TO BE BUILT LATER IN U.S. THIS WAS HIS MAJOR THEME IN CONTRAST 

TO FLUOR PRESENTATIONS IN WASHINGTON CONCERNING EXPORT SALES 
POSSIBILITIES ARISING FROM EXIM FINANCING, ALTHOUGH HE TOUCHED 
BRIEFLY ON LATTER AS WELL. 

4. IN VIEW OF STEGMANN'S REQUEST THAT EMB NOT DISCUSS MATTER 
WITH SAG OFFICIALS PENDING RESULTS OF HIS VISIT TO EXIM, WE 
ARE HOLDING OFF ON APPROACH TO SAG GOVT DEPTS CONCERNED. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING RESULTS OF THIS VISIT AND ANYTHING 
FURTHER EXIM DESIRES AS RESULT OF STEGMANN VISIT. 

5. DEPT AND EXIM MAY BE INTERESTED TO NOTE THAT RATHER FULL 
STORY ON FLUOR EFFORT TO CHANGE POLICY AGAINST DIRECT EXIM 
LOANS APPEARED IN JOHANNESBURG STAR JAN 28 BEARING A KEN OWN 
BYLINE. 
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